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journalist of the radicals, now as the author of the first
cool and connected history of the French Revolution.
He helps to establish Louis Philippe, helps to create
the Napoleonic Legend, helps to found the Second
Empire, and paves the way for the Third Republic.
Every school of political thought into which France
was divided might claim a fraction of M. Thiers, except
the school of the dunces, the madmen, and the pol-
troons. Valour he possessed to the point of temerity,
vanity to the point of ridicule, but the governing
quality of his eager and domineering mind was a great
lucidity and industry in affairs. Being a man who
understood the niceties of Government, who had gone
deep into the science of finance and had drawn from
his studies of the First Empire a sense of the fascina-
tion of ordered power, he had not a particle of sym-
pathy with revolution. He would shoot down red
socialists with as little concern as a gamekeeper knocks
over a jay or a magpie. When the roar of the barri-
cades was surging up towards the Tuileries and the
Court of Louis Philippe was twittering with timorous
and divided counsels, Thiers advised the King to retire
into the country, to allow the insurrectior to gather
head, and then to stamp it out with the arnTed forces of
the monarchy. He prescribed the same drastic treat-
ment in the days of June and followed his own
prescription when Paris was caught by the fever of
the Commune.

Such a man had nothing in common either with the
Jacobin or with the Girondin tradition, save the horror
common to all intelligent and progressive minds for
the sacred unreason of the ancien regime. He was
known as a constitutional monarchist of a somewhat
advanced liberal type, as a friend of the Catholic Church,
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